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with a flourish of trumpets and deafening sounds
of drums. They advance with much gravity
towards the purdahs, and arrange themselves
close to this slender partition between the two
sexes.

The Maulvee commences by calling on the
young maiden by name, to answer to his de-
mand, "Is it by your own consent this mar-
riage takes place with---------? " naming the

person who is the bridegroom; the bride an-
swers, "It is by my consent." The Maulvee
then explains the law of Mahumud, and reads a
certain chapter from that portion of the Kho-
raun which binds the parties in holy wedlock.
He then turns to the young man, and asks him
to name the sum he proposes as his wife's
dowry. The bridegroom thus called upon,
names ten, twenty, or perhaps a hundred lacs
of rupees; the Maulvee repeats to all present
the amount proposed, and then prays that the
young couple thus united may be blessed in
this world and in eternity. All the gentlemen
then retire, except the bridegroom, who is de-
layed as soon as this is accomplished entering